
rn : “fchthyotoxic re~tsrtcrpenoibr fram the Neo-Guineah rponge CWterioQongta fo~iaewma", by 
J.C. IIIUEKMAN, D. DALQZe, 8. IIOOSSIAUX md h. KAISIH, Tetrahedron 4i_, 46W (198151, ou p. 4609, the 

attribution of the chanical sh%fts of carboo atas 3 aad 20 abould be raverned for cclrpaunds 3% 5, 

E, E5, g, IfJ 20 and 21 <P. Crews, per*onal coemuhication~. Coosequeatly in Table 3 the entries 
3 and 20 should be read : 

-?. a - 13 E 2 2 20 21 
3 t 36*6 36.5 36.7 36.7 36.7 36.7 36.6 36.7 

20 1: 24.5 24.7 24.6 24.5 24.6 24.6 24.5 24.6 

Another conrequence of this reattributiou is that the sactiou of tha paper brginning at tht 

panultimate line of p. 4605 (“Zf we compare . ..) and ending at line 15 of p. 4606 (... of the C-3 

chemical shift”) shonld be replaced by : 

In tha ‘3C XtfX l pactrmn of 2 the signrt at 24.7 ppm (t) is attributable to the mathylena of 

the axial ethyl chain which uudergoer tvo y-gauche affect@ vith C-2 lad C-6. Since only one 

y-gauche effect is taking place when the ethyl group iir equatorial, it is expected that in the 

epimer at C-4, the ethyl mathylene will absorb at a ma& lower field. A good analogy is afforded 

by the difference of chemical shift observed for the axial and equatorial amthyl group* at C-4 in 

the aealarana dcrivativce, which appear at about 21 and 33 ppm reapactively 
(4,8-I 1) u It fOlIlxF8 

that tha chemical ahtft of the ethyl methylene could be of diagnostic value for the datennination 

of the eonfiguraticn at C-4 in the C27 tetracyclic tarpenes. Unfortunataly, r&able derivative8 
-. 

having the adequate canfiguration at C-4 (a-ethyl) are not available for cmparimn purposes. 

The only etructurally related caupound we found in the literature wan the diterpene 2, iaoIated 

froll the livervort Tmkhmo&upis aumm&aW, ia which the ethyl mathylene absorbs at 6 37.3129’~ 

This prcarpted us to synthesiee the uodel caapound & which could ba prepared from dahydroabiatic 

acid methyl eeter (la) using the sequence of reactions described in figure 1. 

The value of the chemical shift (36.3 ppm> of the ethyl aethylene aeaeured for coarpound lI_, 

clearly indicates that the strong shielding effect, observed for the C-4 &ethyl derivutkvea, is 

not found when the ethyl group io equatorial (a). henca, in derivatives bearing both a nethpl and 

ethyl group at C-4, the configuration at this centra may be arrsignad on the batlir of the ethyl 

methylena chemical shift.. 


